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Nebraska Football Hall oF Fame Class oF 2014
russ Hochstein –  A three-year starter for Coach Frank Solich at Nebraska, Russ Hochstein was a first-team All-American 
by The Sporting News in 2000 and a two-time first-team All-Big 12 selection in 1999 and 2000. The 6-4, 290-pound 
offensive guard from Hartington, Neb., helped the Huskers claim the 2000 NCAA rushing title by averaging nearly 350 
yards per game on the ground. 
 A team co-captain in 2000, Hochstein was also chosen as the winner of  the Cletus Fischer Native Son Award before 
being selected by the Tampa Bay Buccaneers in the fifth round of  the 2001 NFL Draft (151st overall pick).
 Hochstein went on to one of  the longest and most successful NFL careers of  any Husker in history. The Cedar Catholic 

High School graduate spent 12 seasons with the Buccaneers, Patriots, Broncos and Chiefs. He won back-to-back Super Bowls with the 
Patriots in 2003 and 2004. In his 12-year career he played in 149 NFL games with 37 starts.
 As a Husker, Hochstein started the final 29 games of  his career, including every game of  the 1999 and 2000 seasons. In Nebraska’s 
memorable 27-24 overtime win over Notre Dame, Hochstein was credited with a school-record tying 23 pancakes (knock-down blocks).
 Hochstein and his wife, Christine, live in North Attleboro, Mass. The couple has three children, Blaise, Dex and Sierra. He works for 
Brewster Ambulance Company and coaches at Bishop Feehan High School.

Carl Johnson - An offensive tackle for Hall of  Fame Coach Bob Devaney’s 1970 and 1971 Huskers, Carl Johnson earned 
first-team All-Big Eight honors in 1971. The 6-4, 245-pounder from Phoenix, Ariz., earned all-conference honors in 
his only year as a starter for the 1971 Big Red, after serving as an outstanding reserve lineman as a junior transfer for 
the 1970 national champs. Johnson, who spent two seasons at Nebraska after transferring from Phoenix Junior College, 
helped the Huskers rank third nationally in scoring offense (37.2 ppg) and 11th in total offense (421.3 ypg) as a junior. As 
a senior for the unbeaten Huskers, Johnson helped NU rank third nationally in scoring (39.1 ppg) while ranking eighth 
in total offense (437.7 ypg).

 The graduate of  South Mountain High School played in the All-America Bowl following his senior season before being chosen in the 
fifth round of  the 1972 NFL Draft by the New Orleans Saints. He spent two NFL seasons with the Saints before closing his professional 
career with Portland in the WFL in 1974.
 Following his football career, Johnson returned to Arizona and earned his MBA from Arizona State. He later started his own real estate 
firm and now serves as vice president of  DAUM Commercial Real Estate Services in Phoenix. He and his wife, Kathy, have two sons, 
Ben and Patrick, and a daughter, Kelley.

mike mandelko –  An All-Big Eight offensive guard for Coach Tom Osborne’s Huskers in 1982, Mike Mandelko helped 
Nebraska to an NCAA rushing title as a senior. With Mandelko as a senior leader on the line, the Huskers rolled up 394.3 
yards per game on the ground, while also leading the nation with 518.6 yards per game in total offense. The 6-2, 255-pound 
native of  Lexington, Neb., paved the way for quarterback Turner Gill, I-backs Roger Craig and Mike Rozier and wingback 
Irving Fryar at the skill positions, as the Huskers averaged a nation-leading 41.1 points per game. Mandelko was NU’s left 
guard, opposite right guard Dean Steinkuhler, while playing next to Outland Trophy-winning center Dave Rimington. A 
second-team All-Big Eight choice in his first year as a starter for the Huskers as a junior in 1981, Mandelko helped NU 

rank No. 2 nationally with 330.5 rushing yards per game, while leading the Big Eight with 437.5 yards per contest in total offense. 
 Mandelko is a dentist in in Lexington, Neb. He and his wife, Patty, have three children, Jake, who is an intern for the Nebraska football 
team, Hannah, and Hailey.

barrett ruud – Nebraska’s career leader with 432 total tackles, middle linebacker Barrett Ruud joins the Nebraska Football 
Hall of  Fame after a successful eight-year career in the NFL. Ruud, who was a second-round pick in the 2005 NFL Draft 
by the Tampa Bay Buccaneers (36th overall pick), spent six seasons as one of  Tampa’s top tacklers before spending the 
2011 season with the Tennessee Titans and 2012 with the New Orleans Saints and Houston Texans. Ruud recorded 658 
tackles in the NFL, including six sacks while adding seven career interceptions and six fumbles forced.
 He produced four consecutive 100-tackle seasons from 2007 through 2010, when he started 63 games for the Buccaneers. 
He played in 113 career games with 78 starts. 

 Before heading to the NFL, the 6-2, 240-pounder was a third-team AP All-America linebacker for the Big Red in 2004, after claiming 
first-team All-Big 12 honors. A team captain and Nebraska’s Defensive MVP in 2004, he participated in the Senior Bowl in 2005.
 A four-year letterman (2001-04) and a three-year starter, Ruud appeared in 50 games with 37 starts in his Husker career. His 432 total 
tackles included a school-record 218 unassisted stops. He notched 50 tackles for loss, including eight sacks. He also had 29 quarterback 
hurries and 12 pass breakups. In 2003, playing in his only season under then-Husker Defensive Coordinator Bo Pelini, Ruud scored 
touchdowns on a 27-yard interception return against Texas A&M and a 15-yard fumble return against Oklahoma State. He also produced 
a then-school-record 149 tackles as a junior for the Big Red in 2003.
 A Lincoln Southeast High School graduate, Ruud helped lead the Knights to a 48-2 record and 1997, 1998 and 2000 Class A state 
championships. He joins his great-grandfather Clarence Swanson (1919-22, inducted 1974) and his father Tom Ruud (1972-74, inducted 
1997) in the Nebraska Football Hall of  Fame.
 Ruud and his wife, Jenna, live in Lincoln, where he is an intern for the 2014 Nebraska football team.



Nebraska Football Hall oF Fame

Program
Reception - 6-6:30 p.m.

Dinner - 6:30 p.m.
Program - 7 p.m.

Greg Sharpe - The Voice of  the Huskers - Emcee
Irv Veitzer - President of  Nebraska Chapter

Shawn Eichorst - University of  Nebraska Director of  Athletics

tHe Class oF 2014
lyell bremser speCial merit award

Dan and Lisa Koch Nebraska

ClareNCe e. swaNsoN meritorious serviCe award

Kim and Jill Wolfe Nebraska

presideNt’s award

Tom Osborne Nebraska
 

Hall oF Fame players

Justin Coleman Nebraska-Kearney Quarterback (1997-2000)
Russ Hochstein University of  Nebraska Offensive Guard (1997-2000)
Carl Johnson University of  Nebraska Offensive Tackle (1970-71)
Mike Mandelko University of  Nebraska Offensive Guard (1980-82)
Barrett Ruud University of  Nebraska Linebacker (2001-04)

meNu
Chef ’s Carved USDA Choice Roast Beef  with Merlot Sauce / Chardonnay Chicken

Oven Roasted Rosemary Potatoes / Green Beans with Parmesan Butter
Premier’s Fresh Garden Greens with French and Raspberry Vinaigrette

Pasta Carbonara Salad / Broccoli and Bacon Pasta Salad
Wheatberry, Dill-Rye, and Sour Dough Rolls /Assorted Gourmet Desserts

We would like to extend our thanks to Brad Colee, the Husker Vision crew and Photographer Richard Voges for 
video and photography services. 

lyell bremser speCial merit award
 dan and lisa koch have generously contributed to help recruit the nation’s best student-athletes to 
Nebraska.
    The Koch’s have been generous supporters of  Nebraska Athletics, making a major contribution to 
the West Stadium Improvement Project. They are also active philanthropists, making a major donations 
to other projects. A 1984 graduate of  Nebraska, Dan started his career at The Harry A. Koch Co., a 
company that his grandfather founded. Dan was an executive with the agency for many years. Dan 
went on to be a founder of  Realtor.com and is now involved in a natural gas exporting company.  
Dan and Lisa have four sons, Alexander, Jonathan, Michael and Thomas. All are avid Husker fans.  

ClareNCe e. swaNsoN meritorious serviCe award
 kim and Jill Wolfe have given generously with their time and money to support and promote Nebraska 
Athletics. The founders of  Midwest Medical Transport Co., the Wolfe’s have established Nebraska’s largest 
private ambulance service with 17 stations covering the entire state of  Nebraska along with service in 
Western Iowa.
 In addition to providing ambulance service, Midwest MedAir based in North Platte, specializes in helicopter 
transportation for critical care, high risk and trauma requests. Midwest Medical also has a helicopter based 
in Hastings, Neb.
 The Wolfe’s also have created the Husker Helicopter, which is regularly seen around Memorial Stadium 
on game days. Use of  the Husker Helicopter is donated at special events throughout the year, including 
Make-A-Wish Foundation and Special Olympics events. It also has been used by members of  the Nebraska 
coaching staff  to assist with travel during off-campus recruiting visits. 

presideNt’s award
 tom osborne is just the third President’s Award recipient in the history of  the Nebraska Football Hall 
of  Fame, joining Dan Kelley and Clifford Hardin.
 Osborne, who was inducted into the Nebraska Football Hall of  Fame as a coach in 1998, led Nebraska 
to three national championships (1994, 1995, 1997), 13 conference championships and 25 consecutive bowl 
games, including 17 major bowls in his 25 seasons as the Husker head coach. His teams won nine or more 
games every season and captured 11 national rushing titles. The hand-picked successor of  Hall of  Fame 
Coach and Athletic Director Bob Devaney, Osborne was the offensive mastermind behind NU’s back-to-
back national championship teams under Devaney in 1970 and 1971.
 Osborne capped his career with a 60-3 mark over his final season. He finished with a 255-49-3 career 
record from 1973 to 1997, and was immediately inducted into the College Football Hall of  Fame in 1998. 
His student-athletes won six Outlands, three Lombardis, one Heisman, one Butkus and one Johnny Unitas 

Award. They also captured 55 first-team All-America awards and 67 CoSIDA Academic All-America honors.
 After serving the state of  Nebraska in the U.S. Congress from 2000 to 2006, Osborne became the University of  Nebraska’s 13th Athletic 
Director on Oct. 16, 2007. He led the Husker athletic department until his retirement on Jan. 2, 2013.
 Osborne and his wife, Nancy, have three adult children, Mike, Ann and Suzanne, and four grandchildren. The Osborne family continues 
to pour time and support into the TeamMates mentoring program, which they founded in 1991. The program provides encouragement 
to school-aged youth to help them graduate from high school and pursue post-secondary education.

Nebraska Football Hall oF Fame Class oF 2014
Justin Coleman (Nebraska-kearney) - The most prolific passing quarterback in the history of  Nebraska-Kearney football, 
Justin Coleman joins the Nebraska Football Hall of  Fame in 2014. Coleman, a four-year star for the Lopers from 1997 
through 2000, was the runner-up for the 2000 Harlon Hill Trophy after closing his career with a school and then-NCAA 
Division II-record 11,213 passing yards. He completed a school-record 706 passes in a school-record 1,193 attempts for 
a 59.2 completion percentage. As a senior, he was one of  23 finalists for the Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Award. A four-
time All-Rocky Mountain Athletic Conference selection, Coleman had his No. 5 jersey retired by UNK in 2003. He was 
just the second Loper football player in history to receive that honor. 

 As a freshman in 1997, Coleman threw for a then-school record 2,804 yards. He broke his own record as a junior with 3,167 yards in 
1999. He added 2,645 passing yards as a senior and 2,597 as a sophomore to own four of  the top eight passing seasons in UNK history. 
 His prolific yardage totals included a school single-game record 483 yards against Wayne State on Sept. 4, 1999, when he also set the 
school record with six touchdown passes. He added six more TD strikes against Fort Lewis exactly one month later. He added five other 
400-yard passing games in his career to own six of  the top-11 single-game marks in the UNK record book.
 Coleman, who finished sixth in voting for the Harlon Hill Trophy as a junior in 1999, added a school-record 99 career touchdown passes 
while throwing for a school-record 273.49 yards per game in his outstanding career.


